
December 2020 

2020 AGM 
 

This year saw our first ever “paper” AGM with the AGM document pack 

emailed on the 22nd October and the AGM Feedback on the 31st 

October 

 

Thank you to all those who participated. The CRA is run by and for the 

residents. The more involved our community becomes in the CRA, the 

more we can achieve! 

 

Although not an ideal format, it all went according to plan. We have 

posted the following AGM documents on our website: 

 

• CRA Chairperson’s Report 

• CRA Committee Nominations 

• Community Interest 

• Motion from the Floor 

• CRA 2020 AGM Feedback 

 

If you have any queries, please contact us at admin@cra.org.za 

 

                    

 

Your 2020/ 2021 Committee 

 
We are sad to see 2 of our committee members go due to business and personal reasons. Melanie Theron 

stepped down at our first official meeting on the 18th of November and Liz Delmont indicated in March that she 

would not be continuing with her further 2 years of office but would stay on until she could handover the 

challenging Town Planning portfolio after the AGM. Thank you for all the long hours you’ve dedicated to our 

community and we wish you all the bast going forward. 

 

Thank you to Elspeth Kempe for stepping up to take on the role of Chairperson in the middle of the year, during 

a difficult time for the CRA and community as a whole under Covid-19. Sadly, she did not stand for election as 

chairperson due to her compromised health but we are happy she will remain on the committee providing us 

with her valuable expertise.  

There are 5 new members on the committee including Markus Borner - Chair, Anthony Poorter - Vice-Chair, 

Ashleigh Parry - Security, Chris Lund and Fran Swart - Community..  

 

Your 2020/2021 committee is as follows: 

 

• Markus Borner  Chairperson 

• Anthony Poorter  Vice-Chairperson 

• Lance Drake   Treasurer 

• Caron Askew   Secretary / Financial Strategy / Communications (Social media) 

• Ashleigh Parry  Security 

• Prof Bruce Sparks  Community 

• Chris Lund   Community 

• Elspeth Kempe  Communications 

• Fran Swart   Community 

• John Kempe   Infrastructure 

• Paulette Malcolm  Community 

 

The Committee are here to help, to the best of their ability, all the residents to find ways of solving problems, be 

they the beautification of the suburb, social upliftment, the resolution of rezoning applications, the impact of 

increased densification, helping the elderly and liaising with the City Council. Residents are very welcome to 

contact us at admin@cra.org.za or via WhatsApp, on 0647437375, with their issues and we will, if needed, set 

up public forums, via Zoom, at which issues can be discussed and resolved. 

 

We will continue to work towards the betterment of our community on your behalf and look forward to taking on 

the challenges that 2021 presents! 

 

The committee has been working on our 2021 and beyond STRATEGY! 

We’ll send out communications with more information, including areas where we need your help, early 

next year. 

 

To help support and build our local community by becoming a CRA member, please click here. 

 

                    

 

Meet Your Committee - Volume 1 
 

 

 

Anthony Poorter - Vice-Chairperson 

Other than 10 years in London City, Anthony has lived most of his life in Craighall 

Park. He is married to Suzanne and they have two daughters. Originally trained as a 

civil engineer, he is a hands-on result orientated individual, with skills in finance, 

project management and IT.  

 

 

 

Ashleigh Parry - Security 

I have lived in Craighall Park for the last 14 years. My work history - with more years 

of experience than I'd like to count in varied positions, industries and countries - 

includes the likes of McCann Erikson (MCT Europe), Accenture (UK), Telesure and 

Vumacam. I'm a committed and passionate individual who takes a vested interest in 

the projects I take on. I am able to apply key leadership skills while at the same time 

assimilating into the group to work cohesively towards the desired outcomes and 

objectives. My desire to push myself to the limit is not contained to the boardroom – 

I'm a qualified game ranger, a lover of great food and wine and have successfully 

ascended Kilimanjaro. 

 

 
Caron Askew - Secretary, Social Media & Financial Strategy 

Caron has been a Craighall Park resident for 17 years and is married to Mike and 

has 3 children Ross, James and Jenna. Being community minded she has stood as 

street rep for lower Lancaster Ave for a number of years and has served on the CRA 

Executive committee since 2019. Caron has worked at Nedbank since 2001 within 

the Group Finance department and if she isn’t preparing financials, you can find her 

running the streets of Craighall Park with her fellow RAC running friends. With no 

intentions of moving she wants to ensure that Craighall Park remains a clean, safe 

and a community spirited suburb that her family will enjoy for years to come.  

 

 
 

Markus Borner - Chairperson 

Markus is a chartered accountant with 25+ years financial services experience in 

South Africa and internationally with a career focus on business and finance. He is 

now self-employed, focusing on financial advisory work and capital raising in South 

Africa and Africa. He is married to Paula, with twins Josh and Hannah aged 14. 

They have lived in Craighall Park since 2005 after returning to South Africa from 

London. Markus is passionate about living in a safe, sustainable and friendly 

neighbourhood, where neighbours look out for each other and are more than just 

neighbours. 

 

 

                    

 

Security Update 
 

In the next week we will be sending out a security update outlining where we are currently and our goals going 

forward. 

Please keep a look out and, if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to email us at security@cra.org.za. 
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Festive Fun 
 

 

After an extraordinarily challenging year it 

is great to see people in our community 

adding a bit of cheer to the festive season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Driving around the area it is heart warming seeing houses 

decorated with Christmas lights and letterboxes set up for 

kids to send in their letters to Santa - who even replies to all 

those sent in! One of the Santa letter boxes, set up by Jos 

Tredoux, is still receiving letters at 138 Hamilton Ave. 

Remember to include an email address so you can receive a 

reply! 

 

We would like to thank all those residents who have 

lifted the spirits of our community and put smiles on so 

many faces. 

 

                    

Residents in Action 

Creation of a Pavement Garden 

 
There are many beautifully maintained pavements in the CRA area, 

and we thank the residents who do the extra bit that helps to beautify 

the neighbourhood. 

 

But some go to extra lengths, one of these being Martin van Niekerk, 

who, with the help of Knowledge, has taken on the huge triangle of 

pavement adjacent to his property on the corner of Buckingham and 

Hamilton Avenues.  

 

 

Martin and Knowledge have transformed an area of scrub, weeds and 

long grass into flower beds filled with succulents, aloes and low water 

usage plants, initially at Martin’s own expense. Martin asked the CRA 

to help, and we spoke to Colourful Splendour, the nursery further 

along in Marlborough Ave. They were delighted to help with the 

project and donated both Firestick succulents and marigolds. 

 

 

Knowledge, Martin’s right-hand man in the project, is homeless and 

lives on the spruit. By employing him Martin has made an enormous 

contribution to this one person’s dignity and life. But between 

Knowledge’s wages, the cost of the water and the plants, Martin is 

incurring substantial expenses. If any residents are prepared to join 

Martin in a Resident’s Action Group to support his work, with the 

donation of plants, financially for wages or with any other assistance , 

please contact Martin on 082 573 0574. 

 

 

 

Martin has certainly gone the extra mile and we would like to thank 

him for his contribution to our community. We have given him 

honorary membership and will see if there are other ways we can 

support this venture in the new year. 

EVENTS 

Join us for a Special New Year Celebration 
 

Bring in the New Year with Happiness, Kindness 
and Forgiveness. 

 
31st December at Vajrapani Kadampa Buddhist 

Centre 
The Colony Shopping Centre 

345 Jan Smuts Ave, Craighall Park 
 

For more info and to book, please click here 
 

Limited to 20 people in person.  

 

2020 has certainly been a year that will be remembered!  

 

We’ve all faced challenges this year and it certainly has encouraged us to look at the world in a different light, 

giving many an opportunity to evaluate what is truly important to them. We hope that as the year comes to an end 

your challenges are becoming more manageable and we have all succeeded in finding something positive amidst 

the chaos. 

 

May everyone have a great festive season and all the best for the New Year. 

To all those taking a holiday, enjoy your break and hopefully it will recharge you after this extraordinary year. 

To anyone going away, travel safely. 

 

Bring on 2021! 

Whether you reside, own property or run a business in our area, YOU are an important part of our community. 

Working together we can build a safe, successful and supportive community. 

Ultimately you, the members of our community, are the CRA. 

 

 

If you have any questions or would like more information please email us at admin@cra.org.za or 

WhatsApp 0647437375. 

To help support and build our local community by becoming a CRA Member please click here. 

If you would like more information on membership go to https://cra.org.za/cra-online-registration-payment/ 

 

 

For more information or to join the CRA / CAP Public Spaces Security (PSS) Initiative &/ to become 

an Armed Response client please email info@capgroup.org.za 

Please note that the CRA/CAP PSS initiative is voluntary and does not equate to CRA membership. 
CRA subs are annual whereas PSS is a monthly debit order. 
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